                                 ‘Anvil Beaten in Red-Hot Finish.’
Scottish Amateur Cup 2nd Round (Replay)
Campbeltown Pupils 4 Uddingston Anvil 3

The McFadyen sponsored Campbeltown Pupils battled back from the edge of oblivion to win a tie that will be remembered by those privileged to witness a match of epic proportions. It was a game that simply had everything, controversial moments, fine play, unfortunate injuries and most importantly goals galore - completely unanticipated after the previous week’s goalless stalemate.
The weather certainly did its best to dampen proceedings, with overhead conditions making things extremely difficult for both sets of players; nevertheless, it was end to end stuff as both teams gave their all to progress in the national cup. The home side started brightly and took the lead in the 21st minute when the youngest player afield, Martin McCallum, latched onto a defensive error to fire an angled drive beyond the advancing goalkeeper.
At this point the home side was in cruise control, but as the wind increased so did the potency of the visitors challenge. Heads began to shake as confidence in the home ranks drained, the Pupils falling behind after failing to deal with simple cross balls into the box. The equaliser arrived courtesy of a corner kick, a header steered home at the back post with everyone looking for a scapegoat. Within minutes the home side had fallen behind to a similar tactic, a corner from the right headed home as the defence looked helplessly on. The tie appeared to be ‘done and dusted’ with minutes of the first half remaining, the home defence once more ‘beaten to the punch’ when a free kick with pace and accuracy was headed home in clinical fashion - not ideal with half time beckoning!
The Pupils looked ‘down and out’ at the break, but no one could have anticipated what was yet to come. The locals needed an early goal to kick-start their challenge, and, as if by order, that is exactly what happened. A sweeping move down the right released John McCallum, his early cutback finding the incoming Paul Grumoli who hammered the ball home to reduce the leeway. It was a sweet moment, as minutes earlier his brother Gary had been taken off with a serious leg injury. With a strong wind in their favour, it was game on for home favourites!
Robin Barr then felt the weight of a horrendous challenge in the box, but there were calls of disbelief when the referee waved play on. Moments earlier, Sorley McKinven escaped similar punishment when the referee failed to see his indiscretion, and the home side heaved a sigh of relief to finish with eleven players. It was going to take something special to win this game and cometh the hour cometh the man. With the visitor’s goal living a charmed life, Martin McCallum came close with drive from the edge of the box; however, it would take a clever run and shot from Ryan Gilchrist to ‘set the heather alight’. Dragging the ball across the face of the back four, the Pupils skilled midfield player sent a raging shot into the net for a wonderful equaliser.
It was no more than the home side deserved for their tenacity and endeavour, but there was still one more twist in the tale. With ten minutes remaining the same player added his own second and club’s winning goal, once more cutting inside to send an unstoppable drive high into the roof of the net. The goal was greeted with something akin to delirium, the scorer disappearing under an avalanche of team mates, sure proof of how much victory meant to a squad of players very much together as a unit.
Tomorrow, Saturday 2nd November, the Pupils take on Paisley at home in a league fixture. The game will have a 2pm kick off and another tough match is anticipated.
