                                  ‘Captain Courageous To the Rescue’.

SAFL Premier Division One.
Campbeltown Pupils 2 Eaglesham 1.

You simply couldn’t make it up! Plodding towards an uninspiring goalless draw, the most important game of the season sprang to life in the final twelve minutes and finished in electrifying fashion, a finale which left the home side celebrating a late winner to keep hopes of league honours alive. For most of this match the McFadyen sponsored Campbeltown Pupils had ‘huffed and puffed’ their way through a match that was completely devoid of football, a strong cross-field wind making things impossible for the players.

Eaglesham, however, declared their intentions from the outset, defending in depth in search of a precious single point which would make the Pupil’s task almost impossible. But fortune favours the brave, and a number of important second half substitutions gave the home side more possession in the crucial midfield area, and the rest, as they say, is history. 
In a first half short on goalmouth action, a fine delivery from the attacking left was turned onto the face of the post by John McCallum, the only real action of a lacklustre period in which the home side made all of the running. For their part, Eaglesham were content to soak up the pressure, and, with the home side unable to play the creative pass, the weather continued to aid the visitor’s limited ambitions. 

The second half produced more of the same, with Eaglesham defending the status quo and threatening occasionally with counter attacks from the back. On one occasion the home team held its breath as the ball deflected from the framework of the goal, but an Eaglesham score at this point would have been very much against the run of play. Meanwhile, any worthwhile possession for the home side came from the long lung-bursting runs of John McCallum, however; with time on the ebb the game suddenly changed its complexion after a raft of home substitutions.

With twelve minutes remaining, Martin McCallum was brought down on the edge of the box for a direct free kick. He decided to take the kick himself, and stepped forward confidently to steer the ball wide of the defensive wall into the bottom corner of the net. A great controlled strike that belied the young striker’s tender years!
With four minutes remaining the home side’s ecstasy turned to agony and lady luck seemed to be smiling in a different direction. Winning a free kick just inside the home side’s half, the Eaglesham centre half launched the ball into the heart of the Pupils defence, where it took an almighty deflection and landed in the back of the net for the equaliser. The visitors now had their perfect result, but there was still a few minutes left on the clock.
As time melted away, a beautiful reverse pass by Stuart Crossan released fellow substitute Martin McCallum, who steadied himself before turning an inch perfect ball across the face of goal. The ball found the Pupils captain, Paul Grumoli, making a 
lung-bursting run, and the home side’s irrepressible stalwart bulleted a header beyond the goalkeeper for a magnificent last minute winner.  
It wasn’t the greatest of games, but no one was complaining as the home side wracked up another three points. Special mention this week goes to Stuart Crossan and Martin McCallum, proof indeed that substitutes can have a major influence on a result.

Tomorrow, Saturday 22nd March, the Pupils travel to play Paisley, and with their two nearest rivals, Eaglesham and Hillington meeting the same day, it is imperative the Kintyre side is at its best for what could be a crucial weekend in the league race.  
