                                         ‘Pupils Claim Full Points’

                              ‘Despite brilliance of home Goalkeeper.’

SAFL Premier Division One.

Dunoon 0 Campbeltown Pupils 2.

The McFadyen sponsored Campbeltown Pupils maintained their challenge at the top of the division despite the heroics of the home goalkeeper. A special medal should be minted in recognition of the keeper’s performance, with some of his shot-stopping having to be seen to be believed. It threatened to be one of those games, with chance after chance either scorned or saved in spectacular fashion. However, the game could not have started any better when Lorne Robertson sent a defence-splitting pass over the top for Gary Grumoli to score with an angled drive in the 4th minute.

Dunoon competed well throughout the first half, but the home side never looked like turning a rock solid Pupils defence, a resolute back four well-marshalled by sweeper G Grant. The visitors once more opted for a 4-2-3-1 system, with John McCallum again allocated the thankless task of lone striker. It is a system that requires accurate passing, this to allow support to arrive for the lone striker. In the earlier part of the game the system worked a treat, and John McCallum was unlucky when he dragged the ball across the face of defence to fire a low shot which was smothered by the home keeper. Kenny Galbraith was next on the scene when he broke behind a static back four, however, his parting shot was miscued and the ball sped wide of the far post. At this point the visitors were threatening to over-run the home team, but their last line of defence pulled off a magnificent save from a Gary Grumoli volley and the die was cast for the remainder of the match. 
The Pupils started the second half with a slender one goal advantage, but in truth, the game should have been well and truly won except for the heroics of the home custodian. It was more of the same in the second period, but even with added support from midfield the breakthrough remained elusive. A tremendous run from Keith Mitchell looked like breaking the deadlock, but his cleverly disguised near post shot was anticipated by a keeper with almost telepathic tendencies. Dunoon finally realised that the game was far from won, and Craig Lamont had to look lively when saving a well-driven shot from the edge of the box.
The long overdue winner finally arrived when John McCallum raced clear only to be unceremoniously upended in the box - a ‘stonewall’ penalty kick! Team captain Paul Grumoli took the kick, sending the keeper the wrong way as he blasted the ball into the roof of the net. This time the keeper had no answer and the Pupils claimed full points to move to within one of the league leaders. It is now game on and the championship race once more remains wide open.
Tomorrow, Saturday 19th October, Campbeltown Pupils travel to Uddingston Anvil in the 2nd round of the Scottish Amateur Cup.

