                            ‘Tough Away Tie Ends In Stalemate.’
 Scottish Amateur Cup 2nd Round.

Uddingston Anvil 0 Campbeltown Pupils 0

    The McFadyen sponsored Campbeltown Pupils were given an extremely difficult tie when drawn away to Uddingston Anvil in the national cup, but the Kintyre side proved more than match for a team from Scotland’s top division, the much vaunted Central Scottish Premier League. Surprisingly, the park was in perfect condition after a few days of torrential rain, and the game itself was a fiercely competitive with little between the sides after an exciting but goalless ninety minutes.

   The visitors had to make adjustments to their back four to compensate for missing personnel, with team captain Paul Grumoli and striker John McCallum moving back to cover the defensive absentees, a task both players embraced with more than a hint of aplomb. As the score suggests, once more the visitors were rock-solid behind the ball and, with both defences on top, the game was destined to produce stalemate.  Gary Grumoli was given the first chance of the match when he raced beyond the defensive line to ‘nutmeg’ his marker, but support for his effort arrived too late and the chance was lost. 
  The Pupils then had a strong claim for a penalty kick when Darren Anderson was felled in the box after a dangerously high tackle, but the referee waved play on with loud appeals still ringing in his ears. The match was highly competitive all over the park, and the visitors harried and pressed against opponents well-drilled in the art of possession play. In a sweeping attack, John McCallum left players in his wake as raced to the ‘dead ball’ line, only to see his dangerous cross turned onto the top of the cross bar with the keeper beaten to the world.
   The second half produced more of the same, the visitors playing on the counter as the home side began to monopolise possession. Keith Mitchell was next to have a run at the home defence, but the delivery was delayed as he waited for support and once more the chance went astray. Pressure mounted on the visitors as the game reached the final quarter, but the Pupils defence was well-marshalled and restricted the home side to a solitary shot on target, a well placed drive smothered comfortably by Craig Lamont.
   Final chance of the match fell to the visitors, a fine move involving Ryan Gilchrist and Gregor McFadyen. After a clever approach play a through ball released Gregor Croll, but the striker’s parting shot was saved at the near post and the game was destined for a replay. In the end it was fair result, with the Pupils producing most of the goalmouth incidents and the home side having the bulk of second half pressure. So both sides have to do it all over again, as this finely poised cup tie will be replayed in Campbeltown tomorrow Saturday 26th October. Another close game is anticipated. 
    As a matter of interest, Uddingston Anvil’s manager is ex-Hamilton Academicals player Steve Clarke. Steve’s claim to fame was being part of the team which beat Glasgow Rangers in the Scottish Cup, a result which shocked the football world in the 1980s.
