SAFL Premier Division One.

Hillington 1 Campbeltown Pupils 1

The latest meeting of these keen rivals was certainly not for the fainthearted, a keenly fought affair with no quarter the rallying call throughout a pulsating ninety minutes. Hillington have an excellent home record and, with the visitors reeling from a number of unavoidable call offs, it was back to the drawing board for the Pupils management team. Nevertheless, playing an untried 4-2-3-1 formation, the Kintyre side outplayed the Jimmy Marshall Cup holders in almost every department, a game that really should be termed ‘the one that got away.’ 
The McFadyen sponsored Campbeltown Pupils dominated the early exchanges on the impressively large expanse of Pirie Park, Drumoyne, with lone striker John McCallum supported from the depth of midfield by Liam Renton, Gary Grumoli and Paul Grumoli. The new system encouraged both fullbacks to get forward as often as possible, and, after a lung bursting run, Keith Mitchell delivered a telling cross which gave Gary Grumoli the opportunity to fire home from close range in the 16th minute of the match. 

At this point it was vintage Pupils, and a near post cross from Keith Mitchell allowed John McCallum to find the roof of the net at the near post, but the referee was quick on the scene to rule the ‘goal’ offside. Sorley McKinven then went close with a glancing header from inside the six-yard box, but the Pupil’s centre half was left cursing his luck as the ball spun wide of the far post. The visitors needed a second to put some distance between them and the opposition, but a weaving run by new Scottish international Scott Gold almost brought the equaliser, his cutback scorned as the ball was delivered invitingly across the six yard box.
Hillington mounted a challenge at the beginning of the second period, forcing the visitors to defend deeper than they would have wished. A well struck shot from the edge of the box was saved initially by Craig Lamont, but the ball spilled into the path of the incoming forward and he equalised from close range in the 55th minute of the match. The home side were now having their best spell of the match and the Pupils rode their luck when a header rebounded from the underside of the crossbar. Seconds later a dipping volley was magnificently saved by Lamont to keep the scores level, but once more the match turned in favour of the visitors.
The visitors returned to the ascendancy in the final quarter, with Liam Renton and John McCallum combining well to outflank the opposition. It was an aggressive performance as the visitors fought for every ball, the shield of Anderson and Crossan – having their best game in a Pupils shirt - giving little away in front of a solid back four. Hillington struggled to contain the visitors in the ‘final furlong,’ a slice of good fortune keeping the scores level when Gary Grumoli struck the keepers legs in the final few minutes with goal at his mercy. There were no failures in what was an impressive performance by the Kintyre side - hopefully a sign of things to come.
Campbeltown Pupils travel to Dunoon on Saturday 12TH October.

